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Australasian Gannets are a regular sight around 
the New Zealand coastline. They nest on high 
rocky cliffs, mostly on off-shore islands. From 
August to March, breeding Gannets can be 
viewed at two well-known colonies at Muriwai, 
northwest of Auckland, and at Cape Kidnappers 
in the Hawke’s Bay.
Adult Gannets have a sleek, white body 
plummage, a yellow head, dark feet and dark 
edges on their wings. Juveniles have a brown, 
speckled plumage. Gannets can dive up to 15 
metres into the sea in their search for fish.
Single eggs are laid between September and 
December; chicks are raised on a diet of fish. 
After 16 weeks of age the young gannets fly 
across the Tasman to the Australian coast, staying 
there for between four and six years before 
returning to New Zealand to breed. Adult birds 
remain in New Zealand year round.

Australasian Gannet/Takapu

Step 2 Find the centreline, draw an oval for 
the head and body.  Join with the long neck.  
Use guidelines to position the wings and feet. 
The feet are on a slight angle, sloping down to 
the left.

Step 4 Lightly draw the feather detail and 
shadow lines on the Gannet’s body. Draw in 
the dark areas on the feet, wing-tips and tail. 
Note the direction of the sunlight.

Step 1 Study the shape of the Gannet and 
see how it fits within a rectangle.

Step 5 Add shading to the Gannet. Leave the 
light areas, white. Vary the tone (drawn with 
the side of the pencil) and detail (point of 
pencil). Draw the lines in the same direction 
as the feathers. Finally, add some detail on the 
ground for rocks and twigs using the side and 
point of the pencil. 

Lightly draw 
the edge of the 
shadow on the 
Gannet’s body
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Add a few dots and 
lines to indicate the 
wing feathers

Add shading to 
shadow areas

The closer the shadow 
is to the light area, the 
darker the shading

Vary the amount 
of shading and add 
feather detail 

The feet are dark 
with white lines 

Add the 
Gannet’s 
shadow. This 
will anchor 
the Gannet 
to the ground

Draw shadow 
lines underneath 
the wing 
following the 
shape of the 
Gannet’s body

Fill in the eye

Draw the 
dark areas 
on feet, 
wing-tips
and tail

Centreline

The head 
is tilted up 
and turned 
to the left

The neck 
widens at 
the base

The wings 
are high on 
the body

The tail is 
a square 
shape, 
behind
the legs

The left foot is 
larger than the 
right.

Add a diamond-
shaped beak

Step 3 Refine the shape of the Gannet’s 
body, feet and wings. The neck has a gentle 
curve to join the head to the body.

The chest 
is round

Draw a round circle 
for the eye and 
position just above 
the beakThe beak has 

curved lines

Oliver refines the outline of his drawing of 
the Australasian Gannet, before he adds the 
shading.

Vary the line thickness

Draw lightly at first to establish the shapes. Check that 
the shapes, size, proportions and position are correct. 
The blue lines are guidelines and can be rubbed out later

Direction 
of the light

Direction 
of the light
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